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Depayt^i'>fe from Rasay.
[Sept.
'Yet hope not life from pain or danger free, Or think the doom of man revers'd for thee"!'
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12.
It was a beautiful day, and although we did not approve of travelling on Sunday, we resolved to set out, as we.wcrc in an island from whence one must take occasion as it serves. Macleod and Talisker sailed in a boat of Rasay's for Sconser, to take the shortest way to Dunvcgan. M'Crus-lick went with them to Sconser, from whence he was to go to Slate, and so to the main land. We were resolved to pay a-visit at Kingsburgh, and see the celebrated Miss Flora Macclonald, who is married to the present Mr. Macdonald of Kingsburgh ; so took that road, though not so near. All the family, but Lady Rasay, walked down to the shore to see us depart. Rasay himself went with us in a large boat, with eight oars, built in his island3; as did Mr. Malcolm M'Cleocl, Mr. Donald M'Queen, Dr. Macleod, and some others. We had a most pleasant sail between Rasay and Sky; and passed by a cave, where Martin says fowls were caught by lighting fire in the mouth of it. Malcolm remembers this. But it is not now practised, as few fowls come into it.
We spoke of Death. Dr. Johnson on this subject observed that the boastings of some men, as to dying easily,
1         'Yet hope not life from grief or danger free,
Nor think the doom of man reversed for thce.'
The Vanity nf Human Wishes.
° ' Rasay accompanied us in his six-oared boat, which he said was his coach and six. It is indeed the vehicle in which the ladies take the air and pay their visits, but they have taken very little care for accommodations. There is no way in or out of a boat for a woman but by being carried; and in the boat thus dignified with a pompous name there is no seat but an occasional bundle of straw.' Piosssi Letters, i. 152. In describing the distance of one family from another, Johnson writes :—'Visits last several days, and are commonly paid by water; yet I never saw a boat furnished with benches.' Works, \x. roo.
were Edinburgh; dresses her head very high; and has manners so ladylike that I wish her head-dress was lower.' Piozzt Letters, \. 144. See ante, iii. 134.
